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To he so popular as to deserve a foreign translation the work ought to have been in the field at least for a century. So even if the tradition were incorrect, the lowest limit for the date of the work must b© fixed somewhere about 300 A, D.
The Budhacharita, the Sundarananda and the Sutralankara are mentioned among his Kavya works. A few shorter poems like Gandistotrogatha and a drama known as Sariputraprakarna are also said to have been composed by him. Of these the Buddhacharita is the most important. Budd&acharita is a work in 28 cantos in which Asvaghosha describes elaborately the birth of Buddha, his early life, his renisinciation, his successful fight with Mara, the tempter, and the preachings of Buddha. To-day we have only 17 cantos of the genuine work left. This occupies an important place in Sanskrit literature, because of the elaborate ornamentation of poetic art which it contains and which is so much developed in later Kavyas, There are important points of similarity between this poem and Kalidasa's Raghu-vamsa, not only in the general manner of development but also in style and ideas. So it is held by many critics that Kalidasa was much influenced by Asvaghosha.
Srnidarananda seems to have been the earlier work of the poet. In it he has given the story of the conversion by Buddha, of Nanda, Buddha's step-brother. The story in brief is this :— Siddhodhana gives birth to Sarvarthasiddhi and Nanda. Sundari is the most !f§ of J^auda. QBC^ ^Jule N^pd? i$ living